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7.0 Recommendation 

Based on the submissions, the following works are recommended to be implemented: 

Plaza upgrade 

 Progress with detailed design of plaza upgrade and increase share of budget as 
necessary  

 Do not turn the Pink Pineapple lane into a shared space but improve pedestrian 
crossing at junction of lane and Main Road 

 Extend new pavement to New World entrance, if affordable  

 Designers to work with local businesses on detailed design of the plaza  

Raised pedestrian crossings  

 Redesign both existing zebra crossings (Post Shop and plaza)  

 Raise by no more than 50mm (to accommodate buses, emergency and over-
dimension vehicles)  

We also recommend not to fund the Surrey Street roundabout from this project but to seek 
alternative sources of funding for this improvement. Funds are therefore not certain to be 
available for a new roundabout and, if so, may only be available at a later stage. 
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Plaza upgrade
Upgrading the space in front of Plan B House would create a sunny 
extension to the Tawa Plaza. An upgrade would involve reconfi guring 
the area to create a usable space, and refreshing its look with new 
paving, seating, lighting and planting. As this space would be visible 
from Main Road, this would help improve the town centre’s image.

Estimated cost $610,000

Current space in front of the Plan B House 

Proposed space
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Essex Street junction
Reconfi guring the Main Road and Essex Street junction would narrow 
the roadway at the entrance into Essex Street, resulting in shorter 
crossing distance for pedestrians, and create space to plant trees. These 
changes would make walking around the shopping area safer and more 
pleasant, and help improve the town centre’s image.

Estimated cost $150,000

Existing Essex Street junction

Proposed Essex Street junction

Proposed plaza and surrounding upgrades

This plan shows how the plaza and other improvements work together.

1. Plaza upgrade
2. Raised pedestrian crossing
3. Essex Street junction
4. Planted central median

1.

3.

2.4.

Plaza upgrade (continued)

planningoursuburbs.org.nz
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Planted central median
A planted central median would create garden beds for street trees and 
low planting. These would help create an attractive environment and 
remind motorists to drive carefully through the busiest part of the town 
centre.

Estimated cost $90,000 

Existing painted median

Proposed planted central median

Raised pedestrian crossing
Raising the pedestrian crossing between the Plan B House and the 
TAB would provide a safer and better pedestrian connection between 
both sides of Main Road; help slow the traffi  c in the busiest part of the 
shopping area; and draw attention to the upgraded public space.

Estimated cost $75,000

Existing pedestrian crossing

Proposed raised pedestrian crossing

planningoursuburbs.org.nz
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Additional initiatives Have your say

Train station access

Some suggested we improve the pedestrian crossing at the Oxford and 
Melville Street junction to improve access to the train station. We will 
pursue this under the Minor Road Safety programme rather than the 
town centre budget.

Business Improvement District

Suggested improvements to shop fronts and signs; branding and 
marketing activities; and temporary features, such as fl ags, hanging 
baskets and murals cannot be funded from the town centre budget. 

We recommend pursuing these initiatives through a Business 
Improvement District (BID) - a group of local businesses and land 
owners working to improve their locality. A BID is being established in 
Tawa. 

Existing crossing to Tawa Station Possible BID area

We’re suggesting two options to spend the $1 million budget.

Option 1 Character

Focus on improving the centre’s 
character. 

• Plaza upgrade 
• Raised pedestrian crossing   
• Essex Street junction 
• Gateway features  

Total cost: $910,000

Option 2 Movement

Focus on slowing traffi  c through 
the centre.

• Surrey Street roundabout   
• Planted central median
• Plaza upgrade 

Total cost: $985,000

Or, you can select your preferred improvements. 

To have your say, visit www.planningoursuburbs.org.nz

planningoursuburbs.org.nz


